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The book has duly been presented to His Highness, the <f Maharana >f 
Sahib Bahadur and I am desired to Convey to you His Highnesses thanks for the 

Same * Yours faithfully, 

Udaipur. 1 TEJ-SIMHA, 

208-1934, i Private Secretary. 

The poet has far excelled his original Todd. The central character, the 
hero of heroes is Eana Pratap, He is depicted as the truest Bajayogin. With no 
kingdom, no forts, no army, no shelter, no food, except edible grass, he raises 
the banner of freedom aloft, holds it high for twenty five years against Akber, 
the greatest emperor of the day, declining to whisper into the ears of Baja Man 
Singh one word of submission to the Mogul Fadushah. His stern simplicity, his 
intrepid valour, his resolve to defy fate and worship at the shrine of liberty, his 
unyielding pride in his Solar descend his patriotic attachment to the barren 
wilds of the Aravalli Hills, his chivalrous courtesyeven unto the enemy are all so 
painted in words that the written word appears to transcend the best colouring 
effect on the convass. No sense of despair mars the effect of his marvellous courage* 
The series of his [Pratap's] valourous deeds constitute a reading that is rivalled in 
Telogu literature only by the deeds of Bhishma and Abhimanyu in Thikkana's 
Bfaarata. 

The portraiture of the opposite camp is no less elevating. One can easily 
find modern parallels for Akbar and Man Singh. There does not however appear 
to be a parallel to "Abdur Bahiman" the chif minister of Akber. He is the noblest 

of the noble, the flower of Islam, the truest devotee of true Virtue The 

nationalistic outlook of the work is really a pleasure to ponder over 

The poet's style is classic. It is what moderns in Telugu call ^Grandhic." 
However the flow is so natural, the language is so idiomatic, the illustrations 
are so familiar, the expression is so homely and pithy that the most modern pedant 
would have very little quarrel with the poet for the style employed. In two 
cantos does the poet show his partiality for Sanskritic metre. The rest of the 
work abounds in the quick mellifluous cadence of the native metre. 
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The production of this beautiful book marks an epoch in the modern 
Telugu literature. The author takes us back to those glorious days of India when 
Freedom's battles were fought in the great theatre of the Indo-G-angstic plain. It 
Is highly Miltonic in conception and the reader's attention is sustained throughout 
by the rich mental imagery contained ia verse after verse. There is a guperb "touch 



epic grandeur about the work and the intense heroism and love of country 
<3i B played 1^ "Bana Pratap" are very well depicted; in short the reader is roused 
fco a* sense of hero-worship. The tense situation between the Hindu hero on one 
and the Great Mogul on the other, is rendered highly melodramatic and the 
cannot go through this portion of the work without a thrill of enthusiasm, 
whole work is classical in tone and the historical background is so true and 
that the author deserves immense congratulations for his great deligence 
fidelity to details. 

I have very great pleasure to commend this book for introduction in 
i Schools and Colleges. % 

Yours sincerely 

Anantapur. 1 GULAM DASTAGIR, 

22 4 1934 i D. E. 0. Cuddapah-Anantapur Diets. 



I have read a portion of your work. As a matter of fact no opinion is 
needed for your beautiful poetry. As for as I read it is very interesting with 
focsa^otiful thoughts and charming style* 

Rajahinundry. 

CHILAKAMARTI LAKSHMI NARASIMEAM, 



* The work is certainly on a par with our epic poems* YOB have kept 

up your word that your composition will be in "1^ 



Cokanada, 7 M* VEKATA RAMAIYA 

1811 34 5 Subordinate Judge. 



A book of this kind is oppurtune at present. "Bana Pratap Singh/' is 
to inspire the leaders and the rank and file to act like a. phalanx in union, 
sacrifice their lives, if necessary, for the cause of the country, 
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P. PARTHASARATHI IYENGAR, 
Sub- Judge, 
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Is it to be imagined tbat a nation so highly civilized as fcfae Hindus* 
amongst whom, the exact sciences, flourished in perfection, by whom, the fine 
arts, architecture, scripture, poetry, music, were, not only cultivated but taught 
and defined, by the nicest and tuosb elaborate rules, were totally unacquainted, 
with the simple art of recording the events of their history^ the characters of their 
princes and the acfcs of their reigns. Where such tracjs of mind exist, we can 
hardly believe that there was a want of competent recorders of events, which 
synchronical authorities tell us were worthy of commemoration. The cities of 
Hastinapoor and Indraprastha, of Anhulwara and Soaoanathi the triumphal 
colucans of Delhi and Chittoor, the shriaes of A boo and Girnar, the cive temples 
of Elephanta and Bllora, are eo many attestations of the same fact. Nor can we 
imagine that the age in which these works were erected, WAS, without an 
historian. In the heroic history of Prithwi Raj. the last of the Hindu sovereign.* 
of Delhi, written by his bard Cfauod, we find notices, which authorise the 
inference that works similar to his own, were then extant, relating to the period 
between Mahammad and Shahbuddin (A. D. 1000-1193) but these have disappeared 

'* Annals & Antiquities of Kajasthan," 

The splendour of the Rajput states however, at an early period of the 
history of that country, making every allowance for the exaggeration of the bard* 
must have been great. Northern India, wa^ rich from 'the earliest' times, that 
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portion of it situated on either side the Indus, formed the riohoHfi Katraphy of 

Darius. It has abounded in the pjore fitrikinR events which conflitii^ the 
materials for history. There is not a petty state in Rajfi^than that ha not had 
itR Thermopylae or scarcely a city that has not produced its LeonjdoR, Ht the 
mantle of ages, has shrouded from view what the magio pen of the historian 
might have conRecrated to etsdleRs admiration; Soinnarh inipht hav 
Delphos; the spoilB of Hind might have vied with the wealth of the Lybian 
and compared with the array of the PanduB 9 the army oC Xftrxoa would 
dwindled into inBi^nificance. But the Hindus either never had or have nnfortti* 
nafcely lost their Herodotus and Xenophon* If the moral affect of Hiwtory c1epao<k 
on the sympathy It excites, the annaU of these states POA^OSK cointnan<lin(; interest* 
The struggle of a hrave people for independence, during a series of aKc. nacrificing 
whatever was dear to them for the ruaintaiaance of the religion of thoir forofatliorti 
and sturdily defending to death, and ia wpite of every temptation, their riglHft and 
natural liberty, form a picture which it i difficult to contemplate without tunotion, 
Could I impart to the reader hut a small portion of the enlhUHMHtic ddi^hfe with 
which 1 have listened to the tales of times that are p^nt amid HCCUCR whom 
events occured, I should not dispair of triumphing over the apathy which d 
to neftlect almost every effort, to enlighten my native country on the* Mihj 
lndift - ^Colonel" Jams Ttxl." 

There is something magical in absence, it thrown a deceitful 
between us and tbe objects we have quitted, which iaa^orute thoir amiable 
^nalifcies and curtails the proportions of their vices* I K,nk upon Me war ai tlu* 
land of my adoption and linked with it, the asdcc.iationH of my early hopen and 
their actual realisation, I feel inclined to explain with reference to her ami her 
unrnar.vigei.hle children* "Mawar! with all they f f uilt, I love thef still/ 1 
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I dipped the middle finger of my right; hand and made the tilac on his head. 
I then girt him with the sword and congratulated him in the name of my govern- 
ment, declaring aloud that the British government would never cease to feel a deep 
interest in all that concerned the welfare of Boondi and the young prince's family. 

The mother of the young prince sent me by the hands of the family priest 
the bracelet of adoption as her brother^ which made my young ward, henceforth 
my bfaanji or nephew^ 

His annals of Rajasthan' show the result of his administration as restorer 
of Bajoutana* The people were deeply attached to him as Heber continues to 
observe s "His name appears to be held in a degree of affection and respect by all the 
upper and middling classes of society/ highly honourable to him/* Speaking of 
Bhilwara which Tod had almost recreated, be says * 4 It ought to be called Todgunge 
but there is no need, for,- we shall never forget him." The i'aet is. that the place 
was called Todgunge but tte name was withdrawn at the inst&nce of Tod himself, 
In the year 1822 after two arid twenty years of service, eighteen of them spent 
among the Bajaputs of Western India, and five as Political agentj Colonel Tod's" 
shattered health called upon him imperatively to suspend his toils and quit the 
climate of Jndia. But the ruling passion forbade him to proceed direct to the port 
of embarkation, In 1819, he had completed the circuit of Marwav. visiting, its 
capital, Jcdhpur [via] Kambhalmere thence returning by Mairtra and Ajmrffco 
Udaipnr Next year, he visited Kotah and Boondi the latter* of which he 
revisited in 18*21 having received the intelligence of the death of his friend the 
*Rao Baja Bam Singh/ who had left Colonel Tod guardian of "his infant son, the 
prince of Haras. He returned to (Jdaipur in March 1822 arid took final leave of 
the valley in June of that year- He proceeded across the Aravali to Mount Aboo 
and inspected the wonders of that sacred place -- and embark .-d for England at 
Bombay in the early part of 1823- 

The religious feelings of the Bajput will not permit him to see the axe 
applied to the noble peepul or tinbrageous burr (licus indica) without execrating 
the destroyer. Unhappy the constitution of mind which knowingly wounds 
religious prejudices of such ancient date. Yet, is it thin with our countrymen 'in 
the East, who treat all foreign prejudices with contempt} shoot the bird sacred to 
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the Indian Mars, slay the calves of the Bal and fell the noble peepul before the 
eyes of the native without remorse. He is unphilosophic, and unwise who treats 
such prejudices with contumely, prejudices beyond the reach of reason* He is 
uncharitable who does not respect- them; impolitic who does not use every means 
to prevant such offence by ignorance or levity. It is an abuse of our strength 
and our ungenerous advantage, over their weakness. Let us recollect who are 
the guardians of these fanes of Bal, his Peepul and sacred bird (peacock) the 
children of Surya and Chandra and the descendants of the sages of yore; they, 
who fill the ranks of our army and are attentive though silent observers of all our 
actions, the most attached, the most faithful and the most obedient of mankind. 
Let us maintain them in duty obedience and attachment by respecting their 
prejudices and conciliating their pride. On the fulfilment of this f depends the 
maintenance of our sovereignty in India. But the last fifteen years have assuredly 
not increased theair devotion. Let the question be put to the unprejudiced whether 
their welfare has advanced in proportion to tfye dominion they have conquered 
for up, or, if it has not been in the inverse ratio of this prosperity. Have not 
their allowances and comforts decreased? ..... . .................. 

For the good of the ruler and servant, let these be rectified- With the 
utmost solemnity I aver, I have but the welfare of all at heart in these observations, 
I loved the service. I loved the native soldier. I have proved what he will do, 
where devoted, when, in 1817, twenty two fire locks of my guard, attacked defeated 
and dispersed a camp of fifteen hundred smen slaying thrice their numbers. 
Having quitted fche scene for ever, I submit my opinion dispassionately for the 
wei f are of the one and with it, the stability or reverse of the other. fi *Tod. f> 
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The tin mines of Mewair were once very productive and yielded, it is 
asserted, no inconsiderable portion of silver, but the canto of minors in extinct*, 
and political reasons, during the Mognl domination led h> thu conceal men t, of mach 
sources of wealfeh. Copper of a very fine description is liko wiso abundant and 
Bnpplias the currency, Soorrwa or oxide of antimony in found on the wcHksra 
frontier* The garnet amethystine quarts, rock oryntal, lha chrysolite arid inferior 
kinds of emerald family are all feo be found within Mewar, and though 1 havo KCGO 
DO specimens decidedly valuable, the Bina ban often told mo that according to* 
tradition his native hills contained every gpeciea of mineral wealth, 

Such the pride of these small Kin^'lonia in days of yore am! nueh thoir 
resources, till reduced by constant oppression. But fcheir public works speak what 
they could do and whafe they have done; witness the HtupewlutMH work of iu irbb 
and its adjacent causeway, which dams the lake of ItayaiiwiMd at Kankarowli and 
which cost upwards of o million. When the Bpecfouoc vitJWH this exo^OBe of water 
this (Boyal sea) on the borders of the plain; the pillar of Victory low<Tin# over 
the plains of Malva, erected on the summit of ChH'or by Kan* Moknl, thoir palao 
and temples in this aacient abode, the rogal residence eroctocl by those Princes 
when ejected, must fill the observer with astonishment nt the rcsourotw of tlie 
state. They are such as fco explain the metaphor of my ancient, friend Xiliw Bin^h. 
who knew totter than we, the value of the coaoiry; 'every pinch of the soil of 
Mewar contains gold/ "Annals of Mewar." 

@ These are styled 'Ranas' and are the elder branch of Sooryavansi or 
'Children of the Sun.' The Hindu tribes yield unanimous suffrage t:> the prince 
of Mewar as the legitimate heir to the throne of JUnu and style him 
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compete with Chittor before she became a widow .......... Near the temples are 

two reservoirs built of large blocks each ooe hundred and twenty five feet by fifty 
feet wide and fifty deep, said to have been excavated on the marriage of the **Ruby 
of Mewar" to Achil Seechie of Gogrown and filled with oil and ghee Which were 
served out to the numerous attendants on that occasion. 

"Tods' RahstUan Vol. II" 
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Samarasimha proceeded to Delhi. His arrival at Delhi is hailed with songs of 
joy as a day of deliverance, Prifchwi Baj and his court advanced seven miles to meet 
biro and the description of the king of Delhi and his sister and the chiefs on either. 
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Ride who recognize ancienfc friendship is most animated. Sarnarsi reads his brother- 
in-law an indignant lecture on hie unpi-incely inactivity and throughout the book 
divides attention with him. 

In the planning of the campaign and march towards the O&gpar, to meet 

the foe, Samarsi is consulted and his opinions are recorded. The? bard represents; 

him as the Ulyses of the host; brave cool and skilful in the fight, prudent wine 

and eloquent in council, pious and decorouw on all occasions; beloved by hin own 

chiefs and reverenced by the vassals of the chohan. In tho linn of march no augur 

or bard could better explain the omens, none in the field could better dress the 

squadrons for battle, none guide hia steed or use his lance with raoro address. His 

tent id the principal resort of the leaders after the march or in the intervals of 

battle, who were delighted by his eloquence or instructed by his knowledge. On 

the last of three days desperate fighting Samarsi was slain together with his son 

Calyan and thirteen thousands of his household troops and most renowned 

chieftains. His beloved Pritha. on hewing the fan! issue, her husband slain, her 

brother captive, the hei-oas of Delhi and Chittor 'asleep on the banks of Caspar 

in the wave of the steel, joined her lord through the flame. 

"Annals of MVw.ir." 
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Bheemsi bad espoused the daughter of Hamir Sank [chohan] of Ceylon f 
the canse of woes unnumbered to the Sesodias. Her name was Pudmini a title 
bestowed only on the superlatively fair, and transmitted with renown to posterity 
by tradition and the song of the bard. Her beauty, accomplishments, exaltation 
and destruction, with other incidental circumstances* constitute the subject of one 
of the most popular traditions of Bajwara- The Hindu bard resognizes the fair, 
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in prefereBce to fame and Jove of conquest as the motive for fcfae attack of Ailandia 
who limited his demand to the possession of Pudmini, though this was after a long 
and fruitless siege. At length he restricted his desire to a mere sight of the 
extraordinary beauty and accepted to the proposal of beholding her through the 
medium of mirrors. Relying on the faith of the Rajputs he entered Chittor slightly 
guarded and having gratified his wish, returned. The Rajputs, unwilling to be 
cBtdone in confidence, accompanied the King to the foot of the fortress amidst 
many cco:plinjentaiy excuses from bis guest at the trouble he thus occasioned. It 
was for this that Alia risked his own safety; relying on the superior faith of the 
Hindu* Here he had an ambush. Bhimsi was made a prisoner, hurried away to> 
the caap, and his liberty made dependent on the surrender of Pudmini. 

Badul was but a strippling of twelve but the Rajput expects wonders 
from this early age. He escaped though wounded, and a dialogue ensues between 
him and his uncle's wife s who desires him to relate how her lord conducted him- 
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self before she joins him* The strippliag replies "He was the reaper of the har- 
vest of battle; I followed his Ptepe as the humble gleaner of his sword. On the 
gory bed of honor he spread a carpet of the lain a barbarous prince hip pillow, 
he laid him down and deeps flar rounded bv the foe." Again she said * ! Tell me 

Badal! how did my love behave 1 /' "0 mother! how further describe his deeds, 
when he left no foe to dread or Admire him/' She smiled farewell to the boy and 
adding "my lord will chide my delay/ 1 sprung into the flames. 

"Annals of Mewar." 

Mewar was now occupied by the garrisons of Delhi and Ajeysi had 
besides, to contend with the mountain chiefs amongst whom Moooja Balaicha was 
the most formidable, woh had on a recent occasion, invaded the Shero-Nalla and 
personally encountered the R#na whom be wounded on the head with the lance* 
The Rana's BOOS Sujansi and Ajirnsi though fotteen and fifteen, an age at which 
a Rajput ought to indicate his future character, proved of little aid in the emergency. 
Hatnir was summoned and accepted the fued against Moonja, promising to refctirn 
successful or not at all. In a few clays he WOB seen entering the pass of Kailwara 
with Moonja's head at hie saddle bow. Modestly placing the trophy at his uncle's 
feet, he exel&imed "Recognise the head of your foe* 1 Ajeym kissed his beard anfl 
observing that fate had *tampt empire on his forehead, impressed it with a teeka 
of blood from the head of Balaicha* This decided the fate of the sons of Ajeysi 
one oC whom died at Kailwara and the other Supnsi was sent from the country. 
He departed <or the Dekhan* where his issue was destined to avenge some of the 
wrongs the parent country had sustained and eventually overturned the monarchy 
of Hindustan, for, Sujansi was the ancestor of Sivnji* the founder of the Satara 
throne, "Annalfl of Mowar/ 1 
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0isOTBsing With Chanaa Mis (Laghu's)* warlike pilgrimage to Gya^ from 
wfcieh he raigkl not return, he sounded Mm '-by asking* whal estates Should be 
settled on Mokol. fic The throne of Chittor" was the honest reply; aui lo safe 1 
suspicion at resfe, he desired that the ceteoiany of installation, should be performed 
previous to L^kha's depatiwe; Cfaanda w a s the first to pay homage and swear 



a 
V ' OJ 



SOS 

* ;<bo#rtodSbS" otfx$rr. 71 



3b I tfoX" 



tftfS'^ * tfo#oex>tfbc X 

I 



obedience and fidelity to bis futnre sovereign reserving as the recompense of his 
renunciation, the first place in the councils and stipulating that in all grants to the 
vassals of the crown^ his symbat (thft lance) ehoald be superadded to the a^to^raph 
of the prince. In all grants the lanoa of Saloombra still preceede the monogram 
of the liana. "Annals cf Me.war** 

@ The only thing in India to compare with this is the Kutub Minar at Delhi, 
but though much higher, it is of a very inferior character. This column is one 
hundred and twenty two feet in height, the breadth of each face at the base is '" 
thirty five feet and at the summit, immediately tinder the cupola* seventeen feet 
and a half. It stands oti an ample terrace, forty two feet, square. It has nine 
distinct storie8 with openings at every face of each storey ..... ....While the Sun 

continues to warm the eg&rth so lottg may the fame of Khoombo endure* S^ven 
years had alapaed beyood fifteen hundred when Kaoa Khoombo placed this ringlet 
on the forehead of cfaittor. Sparkling like the rays of the rising Sun is the torun, 
rifling liktthe bridegroom of the land ............. *,.. ........ What does it referable 

which makes cbifetor look down on Meru with derision, Again what does Chutterkofe 
resemble from whose summit the fountains are overflowing; the circular diadem 
on whose crest is btwatwis to the eye; abounding in teraplea to the Almighty 
planted with odoriferous trees to which myriads of bee resort and where soft 
zephyrs love to play* This impregnable fortress was formed by Maha Irtdra's 
own handJR. "Annalfl of Rajafithan/' 
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On the 16th March the attack commenced by a furious onset on che 
centre and right wing of the Tartaga and for Reycral hours the conflict was 
tremendous. Devotion was never more manifest on fehe side of the Bajpu'ti* 
attested by the long list of noble names amongst the slain as well as the bulletin 
of their fc?e, whose artillery, made dreadful havoc in the close ranks of the Rajput 
cavalry, which could not force the entrenchments, nor reach the infantry which 
defended them. While the battle was still doubtful, the Tuar ttaitor, who led the 
van went over to Baber and Sanga was obliged to retreat from the field which in 
the onset promised a glorious victory; himself severely wounded and the choicest 
of his chieftains slain* Sanga Eana was of the middle stature but of great muscular 
strength. 'He was celebrated for energetic enterprise, of which his capture oF 
MuznffV, King of Malwa, in his own capital is a celebrated instance; and his 
sucsesful storm of the almost impregnable Rinthuo> bhor, though ably defended 
by the imperial general Ali, gained him great renown. Had he been succedetl by 
a prince of his foresight and judgment, Baber'a descendants might not have 
maintained the sovereignty of India. A cenotaph long marked tbe spot where the 
fire consumed the remains of this celebrated prince, "AnrmlR of 
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Bao Arjun was this prince, who was blown tip at the Chitore boor], The 
Boqndi bard makes a striking picture of this catastrophe in which the indomitable 
courage of this prince is finely imagined "Seated on a fragment of the rock disparted 
by the explosion of the mine, Arjnn drew his sword and the world beheld hi 
departure with amftzement, 

"Annals of 
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@ The Bajpoofc dame bestows with the Rakshi the title of adopted brother 
and while its acceptance secures to her all the protection of a Cavaliav Servants, 
scandal itself never suggests another tie to his devotion. He may hazard his lift 
in her cause, and yet never receive a smile in reward, for he cannot even see the 
fair object, who, as brother of her adoption, has constituted him her defender... 
... ... The acceptance of the pledge and its return is by the katchli or corset of 

simple silk or satio or gold brocade and pearls. In shape or application there is 
nothing similar in Europe and as defending the most delicate part of the structure 
of the fair it is peculiarly appropriate as an emblem of devotion. A whole province 
has often accompanied the katchli and the monarch of India was so pleased with 
this courteous delivery in the customs of Eajaathan on receiving the bracelet of 
Karnavati which invested him with the title of her brother and uncle and protector 
to her infant Udai Singh, that he pledged himself to her service "even if the 
demand were the castle of Rinthumbhor." Eforaayun proved himself a true knight 
and even abandoned his conquests in Bengal, 

/Annals of Mewar," 
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. Rana Udai Singh aacanded the throne in A. D, 1541-1542. 

A 'Woe to the land whei?e a tninor rules or a woman bears sway" explains the last 
of the great ba?ds of Rajftsbban; but where bofch were united as in Mewar, fcha 
jneasore of her griefs was full. Udai Singh had not one quality of a sovereign; 
and waiting martial virtue he was destitute of all. Yet he might have slumbered 
life away in inglorious repose during the reign of Humayun or the contentions of 
the Pathan usurpation; but unhappily for Rajathan, a prince was then rearing 
who forged fetters for the Hindu race, which enthralled them for ages; and though 
the corroding hand of time left but their fragments, yet even now though emanci- 
pated, they bear the indelible marks of the manacle; not like the galley slaves, 
Physical and exterior; but deep mental scars* never to be effaced. Can a nation 
which has run its long career of glory be regenerated? Can the soul of the Greek 
or the Bajpoot be reanimated with the spark divine, which defended the Kangras 
of Chi tore or the pass of Thermopylae? Let history answer the question. 

"Annals of Me war 9 * 
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But the magnitude of the pei'il confirmed the fortitude of Hratap, who 
vowed in the words of the bard to make his mother's milk resplendent: and he 
amply redeemed his pledge, Single handed, for a quarter of a century did he 
with&tand the combined efforts of the empire; atone time carrying destruction 
into the plains, at another flying from rock to rock feeding his family from the frnita 
'of his native hills, and rearing the nursling hero Umra amidst savage beasts and 
scarcely less savage men, a fit heir to the prowess and revenge. The bare idea 
that the son of Bappa Bawnl should bow the head to the mortal man was ins'u- 
pportable; and he spurned every overfrt; which had submission for its bans or 
the degradation of uniting his family by marriage with the Tartar, though lord of 
countless multitudes. ..The brilliant acts be achieved during 'that period live ia every 
valley, they are enshrined iatho heart of every true Rajput, and many are recor- 
ded in the annals of the conquerors. To recount them all, or relate the hardships 
fce sustained, would be to pen what they would pronounce a. romance, who had 
not traversed the country where tradition IB yet eloquent with his exploits, or 
conversed with the descendents of his chiefs who cherish a recollection of the "deeds 
of their forefathers and melt as they recite them,' into many tears, 

"Annaifl of Me war"- 
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the fourth day of their rcirest they fell In with another well, which 
thafc the only bucket they had* took a great deal of time in being 
d therefore a drum wag beat to give notice to the casallas when the 
red that they toigfat repair by tarns to drink* The people were HO 
the water that as soon as the first bucket appeared, ten or twelve of 
iherneelves wpaci it before it quite reached the brim of the well by 
i the rop6 broke and the bucket was lost and several feel head long 
jen this fatal accident happened the screams and lamentation* of ill 
and dreadful Some lolling ont their tongucm rolled themselves in 
3 hot sand while others precipitating into the well mat with tin mediate 

*Anoal6 of 



>his Ilumayun ordered the miuk bag to be brought and hivin 
i piste he called his oblee and divided it junoni; them a.* th'.* r >yai 
>nor of his son's birth, This event, acids Jowher, diffused it rra 
>le hahitabh world. ^Colonel G. II MalleRon Cl 
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0'* It (Chitox) lacked not howevei" brave defenders. Sahidass at the head of 
a numerous band of the descendants of Chonda was at his post (the gate of the Bun) 
there he fell resisting the entrance of the foe, and there his alter stands on the 
brow of the rock which was moistened with his blood, Rawut Dooda of Madaxia 
led the sons of Sanga. The feudatory chisfs of Baidla- and Kotario, descended from 
the Prithwi Raj of Delhi, the Pramai" of Bjjoli the Jhala of Sadri inspired their 
contingents with their brave example; these were all home chief fcaibs Another son 
of Deola again combatted for Chitore with the Sonegurra Row of Jhalore* Eswa- 
radass Bahatore, Karainchand Katchwaha with Dooda Sadani and- the Tuax prince 
of Gualior were distinguished among the foreign axiliaries on this oc^asiott ........ * 

But the names which shine brightest in this gloomy page of the annals of Mewar 
which are still held sacred by the bard and the true Bajapnt. and immortalized by 
Akbar's own petf, are Jaimall of Bednore and Fntta of K f a)lwa. both of the sixteen 
superior vassals of Mewar. The first was a Rabtore of the Mairtea house, the 
bravest of : the brave clans of Marwar, the other was head of Jugawats another 
gratid shoot from Chonda* The names of Jaimall and Pntta are as household 
words inseperable in M'ewat and will be honored while the Bajpnt retains a shred 
of his inheritance or a spark of his ancient recollections* 

'"Annals of 
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The Bajput premier is the military minister, with the political Govern- 
ment of the fiefs; the civil minisfcer is never of this caste. At Udaipur he is called 
Bhanjgurh. His influence, necessarily gives him unbounded authority over the 
military classes with unlimited power over the inferior officers of the state ...... ... 

When "RaW* of Udaipur leaves the capital, the Salumbra. -Chief is invested with " 
the government of the city and charge of the palace during his absence. By his 
tends the sovereign is girt with the sword and from him he receives the mark of 
inauguration on his accession to the thrcne. He leads by right the van in battle, 
and in case of the siege of the capital his post is the Suryapol (the gate ot the oun) 
and the fortress which crowns it in which this family had a handsorre palace which 
i& now going last to decay. "Annals of Mewar" 

When Saiainbra fell at the gate of the Sun, the command devolved on 
Futta of Kailwa. He was only sixteen, his father had fallen m the last, fchock and 
his mother had survived but to rear this the sole heir of their house. Like the 
Spartan mother of old, the commanded him to put on the 'Sallron robe* and co die 
jor Chitore. but surpassing the Grecian dame, she illustrated her precept by 
example; and lest any soft compunctious visitings for one dearer than herself may 
( im the lustre of Kailwa she armed the young bride with a lance, with her descen- 
ded the rock and the defenders of Chitore saw her fall fighting by the side of her 
Amazonian mother. "Tod 3 .- Raj .sthan." 
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- By the light of the torches Akber recognised the Rajput general and 
.believing him to be within distance, he fired and killed him on the spot. Tha 
Rajputs rallied indeed subsequently but it was too late and though they exerted to 
tbe utmost they could not regain the lost advantage. When the day dawned 

Chitoee was in the possession of Akber, " "G. B. Malleson" 
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Akber entered CJaitore* when thrity thousand of its inhabitants became 
yictims.to the ambitious thirst of conquest of this "Guarcliaa of maakiad,' 1 Ail the 
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heads of cUns both house and foreign, fellj and seventeen hundred of the 
immediate kin of the Prince sealed their duty to their country with their lives* 
The Tuar chief of Gualior appeal's fco have been the only one of note who was 
reserved for another day of glory. Nine Queens and five Princesses with two 
infant sons and the f ami lies of all the chieftains not at their estates* perished in 
the flames or in the assualt of this ever memorable day. Their divinity had 
indeed deserted them, for it ^as on Auditwar (the day of Sun) he shed for the last 
tima a ray of glory on Cbitore, The rock of their eferength was despoiled; the 
temples, the palaces dilapidated; and to complete her humiliation and his triumph, 
Akber bereft her of all the symbols of regality; the nakaras whose reverberations 
proclaimed for miles around, the entrance and exit of their Princes, the candelebras 
from the efarioe of tfa* Great Mother and in mockery of her misery, her portals, 
to adorn hie projected- capital Akberabad, The abode of regality which for a thou- 
sand years reared her head above all the cities of Hindusthan is become the refuge 
of wild beasts which seek cover in her temples. "Annals of Mewar." 
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^ I find nothing remarkable at the entry but two greafc elephants of stone 
which are in the two sides of one of the gates, Upon one of them is the statue of 
Jaimail, that famous raja of Chitore and upon the other Putta his brother. These 
are two gallant men that together with their mother who was yet braver than 
they, cut out so much work for Akber; and who in the seiges of towns which 
they maintained againsfc him gave sach extraordinary proofs of their generosity, 
that at length they would rather be killed in the outfalls with their mother than 
submit and for this gallantry it ia f that even their enemies thought them worthy 
to have these statues erected to them. These two great elephants together with 
the two resolute men sitting on them, do at the first entry into this fortress make 
an impression of, I know not what greatness and awful terror, 

Letter written at Delhi 1668. 

Such the impression made on a Persian, a century after the event, but far 
more powerful the charm to the author of these annals, as he pondered on the 
spot where Jaimal received the fatal shot frora Singram, or placed flowers on tha 
cenetsph that marks, the fall of the son of Chonda and the mansion of Putta 
whence issued the Sesodia matron and her daughter. Every foot of ground Is 
hollowed by ancient recollections. **Annale of Mewae' 1 
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It has btfen ftaid that th brahmactical religion was foreign to lac|ia. but 
as 60 the period of importation we have but loose assertion. We can easily give 
credit to varionfl creeds and tenets of faiths being from time to time incarporated 
ere the present books were cotwpcned; and that previously the sons of royalty alone, 
poBReBsed the oftice* Authorities of weight inform UB of these grafts for instance, 
Mr* Colebrook gives a ]>aspftge in bin fit lndian )claBBB." **A chief of the twice-born 
tribe wan brought by Viahnu'fi eagU% from *Saca Dwipa.' By Saea-Dwipa Scythia 
is understood of which more will be f*aid hereafter. Ferista also translating from 
ancients authorities says to the same effect* that in the reign of Mahrage, King of 
Kanooj, a brahmin cause from Pr&ia, who introduced magiot idolatry and the 
worship of the fitarft, BO that there is ao want of authority for the introduction of 
tfew tenets of faith* "Annahi of Mewar. 11 
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@ As Vasanti or Spring personified, the consent of Hue is worshipped by 

the Bajput. who opens the season with a grand hunt led by the prince and his 

Vassal chiefs when they chase slay and eat the boar. Personal danger is dis- 

regarded on this day as want of success is ominous that the great Mother will 

refuse all petitions throughout the year. "Annals of Hewar. " 
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ogether the puroh.t (farB.Iy priestj rushed between the co m bataats and i mp ,ored 
them not to rnm the house. His appeal however being vain, tbete was but one 
W being left to prevent the unmtural strife, the priest drew bis dagger 
plongmg it m his breast, fell a lifeless corpse betvreea tne combatants An 
at the horrid d Ce d "the blood of the priest o'n their head" CSS' 
infamted a.m. P ratap waviQg his band eommanded 5 

who, bowing, retired and carried his resentments to Akba 
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Raja Udai Singh of Marwar, surnamed the fat, chief of the Rahtores 
held but the munsub of one thousand, while a scion of this houses Raj Singh of 
Bikanir had lour thousand. Ihe independent prince of Chanderi kerowli 
Duttea with the tributary fewdatories of the larger principalities and members 
of the Shekavati Federation were enrolled on the other grades from four to seven 
hundred. In short it became general and what originated in force or pursuation 
was soon coveted from interested motives and as nearly all the states submitted in 
time to give queens, to the empire,, few were left to stigmatize this deraliction 
from Hindu principle* 

Akbar thus gained a double victory, securing the good opinion as well as 
the swcrd of these princes in his aid. A judicious pei severance would have 
rendered th throne of Timoor immoveable, had not the tolerant principles and 
beneficence of Akber Jahangir and Shah Jahan been lost sight of by the bigotted 
and Hood fehirsiy Aurangseb. * f Annals of Mewar.?' 
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ft is a rare thing for a Rajput fco betray his Thacoor, Fidelity to the 
ni Dharma/ is the climax of all virtues. The Kajput is taught from 
in the song of ()x$ buid |o r^ird. it;%? tlie source of honor here and 
3 hereafter. 
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Yet aaiidsfc such complicated evils the fortitude of Pratap remained 

haken ? and a spy sent by Akbar represented the Rajput and his chiefs seated at 

anty meal, maintaining all the etiquette observed in prosperity the Rana bestow- 

the Donah to the most deserving and which though only of the wild fruits of 

country, was received with all the reverence of better days. Such inflexible 

>agnanimity touched the eoul of Akbar, and exhorted the homage of every chief in 

Bajasthan, 

94 Annals of Mewar. " 
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Pratap commanded his subjects on pain of death to retire into the mountains. 
During the protracted contests the fertile tract watered by the Bunas and the 
BeriR, from the Aravalli chain went, to the eastern table-land was be-cheragh 
(without a lamp.) 

Many tales are related of the unrelenting severity with which Pratap 
enforced obedience to this stern policy* Frequently with a few horse he issued 
forth to see that his commands were obeyed* The silence of the desert prevailed 
in the plains, Grass has usurped the place of waving corn; the high ways were 
choked with thorny babul and beasts of prey made their abode in the habitations 
of his subjects. In the midst of this desolation a single goat-herd trusting to 
elude observation disobeyed his prince's injunction and pastured his flock in the 
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laxuriant meadows of Ontolla on the banks of the Bunas. After a few 
he was killed and hung up in terrorum. By such patriotic severit; 
rendered the garden of Bajasthan of no value to the Conqueror. 

"Annals of Me war." 

Without a capital, without resources, his kindred and 
dispirited by the reverses of his house, yet sympathising with him in 
to ally himself with a mutummadan, Pratap Singh bad established 
Kumbhalmer in the Aravallis and had endeavoured to organize the cc 
renewed struggle. 

G.B.Malleson <X 
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But this dereliction of duty was effaced hy t.lu* rii;id virltio, 
brave Sawunt Kara who as already Mated had cojointly wifch the Koturio O 
obtained Kinthnmbbor. He put; on the naffron robes and with his nnmll but 
virtuous clan determined inepite of his sovereign^ exaxuplo, that Akbar nhould 
only gain pcsseseion oycr their life-less bodies. Previous to thiw uneloss oxploaion 
of fidelifcy he set np a pillar with a solemn anathema engraved thereon on "what- 
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evrr Hara of gentle blood should ascend the castle of Binthumbhor or who should 
quife it aliYe." Sawunt and hia kin made the sacrific to honor* they gave up their 
life's blood to maintain their fidelity to the Eana albeit himself without a capital; 
and from that day no Hara ever passes Rinthumbhor without averting his head 
from an object which caused disgrace to the tribe. 

"Annals of Mewar-V 

@ The possession of numerous ports and the resulting extensive maritime 
commerce made Guzarat the richest kingdom in India. Ahmadabad the capital 
was justly reputed to be one of the finest cities in the world, while the manufacture 
of salt, cloths, paper and other commodities flourished in many localities* 
A sovereign consumed as Afcbar was by the lust of conquest and the ambition of 
empire, could not possibly allow, such ar delectable land on his frontier to continue 
in the enjoyment of unfettered independence, 

"Akber the great Mogul/' 
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@ II is not necessary to adduce any particular incideot as supplying a 
motive for the attack on tbe Ran* Pratap, who is represented by Abul Fasti aa 
deserving chastisement by reason of his alleged arrogance, presumption, disobe- 
dience, deceipi and dissimulation, His patriotism was Jbis offence. Akbar had 
won over most of tbe f?ajpnt chieftains by his astute policy and could not endure 
the independent attitude assumed by the Ratta, who must be broken if he would 
not bend like his fellows. The campaign of 3576 was intended ta destroy the Rana 
utterly and to crush finally his pretentious to stand oxitside the empire.. The 
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failure of the effort caused deep disappointment to Akbar, f ihe" emperor desirefl 
the death of the Rana and the- absorption of the territory in the imperial dominion*. 
The Bana while fully prepared to sacrifice his life if necessary was resolved that his 
blood should never be contaminated by inter-mixture with that of the foreigner aod 
that his country should remian a land of freemen. After iriich tribulation, ha 
succeeded and Akbar failed. "Akber the preat 
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Mann s'ngh the nephew and the successor of Bhagavandoas was the 
most brilliant character of Akbar*B court. As the Emperor'a Lienteaant he 
entrusted with the most arduous duties and added conquests to the empire, 
Khoiam to the Ocean. Orissia wafi subjugated by him; Afisam humbled and maflc* 
tributary; and Kabul maintained her allegiance* He held in succession -the govern- 
ments of Bengal and Bihar the Deccan and Kabul. Baja Mann noon proved to 
Akbar that his policy of strengthening his throne by Kajput alliance was nob 
without hazard; these alliances introducing direct influence in the state which 
frequently thwarted the views of the sovereign. <4 An account of the life of Raja 
Mann would fill a volume. There are ample materials at Jaipur. 

c< Annals of Amber " 
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Students well versed in European History seldom, if, ever, realise the 
fact that the empire ef Akber during the last quarter of the sixteenth century; 
undoubtedly was the most powerful in the world and that its sovereign was 
immeasurably the richest monarch on the face of the warth. Proof will be given 
later, that when he died in 1605 he left behind him in hard cash not leas than fifty 
millions of pounds sterling equivalent in purchasing power to at leasfc two hundred 
millions at the present time and probably to much more. Even in 1576 the amount 
of his hoarded riches must have been stupendous and none but the bravest of the 
brave could have dared to match the chivalry of .poverty-striken Mewar, agamftb 
the glittering hosts of rich Hindustan, 

*< Akber the great N f ognl " 
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The most notable examples of the eclectic style of Akber's age, with 
a predominance of HiBthi elements, outside Agra and Fatepur Sikri are fco be found 
at Brinclaban ia the Madbura District, the reputed residence of the Demigod 
Krishna* Local tradilion afiirms that in 1573, the year of the conquest of 
Gnazarat, Akber was induced to pay a visit to the gosains or holy men of Erin* 
dab&n and was taken blindfold into the sacred enclosure of the Nidhbhan ( Grove 
of the nine treasures ) where a vision was revealed to hiai so marvellous that he 
was constrained to admit that he had been permitted to stand upon holy ground. 
The Rajahs who bore him company expressed a desire to commemorate the visit 
and do honour to Krishna by the erection of four temples which wete constructed 
40 due course- 

ct Akber the great MognL" 

He { Akber ) performed private devotions four times a day, at sun rise, 
noon, sunset and midnight spending a considerable time over them. In his latter 
days these devotions consisted largely of acts of reverence to the sun, fire and 
light;... ........Akbar 's action in abstaining almost wholly from eating meat and in 

isiulBg strongest prohibitions, resembling those of Asoka restricting to the narrow- 
est passible limits, the destruction of animal life, certainly was taken ip obedience 
to the doctrine of his Jain teachers* 

" Akber the great Mogal ** 
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Ail *' He never gave anybody the chance to understand rightly his inmost sen- 

timente or to know what faiih-or religion he held by; hut in whatever way he 
could best sfcrve his own interests., he used to feed one party or the other with the 

j^ hope of gaming him to itself, humouring each side with fair words and protesting 
that be had DO other object with his doubts than to seek and find out by their 
answers the simple tiuth till then hidden from bin,! And in all business this was 
the ehatftotemtie manner of king Akbar a man apparently free from mystery and 
qute as faoaeit and candid as could be imagined but in reality so close and self. 
contained With twists of words and deeds so divergent one from the other and 
most times so contradictory tbat even by such seeking one could not find the clue 
to his thoughts. _ . "Bartoli." 
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That country was then governed by a gaJtapfc Ia5y Bani 
who, fifteen years previously had become regent for her minor Bon* She proved 
herself worthy of her noble ancestry and governed her adopted country with 
courage and capacity doing great things by dint of her far geein^ abilities* It 
was her custom that when she heard that a tiger had mada his appearance, she 
did not -drink water until she had shot him* She carried out many useful public 
works in different parts of the kingdom and deservedly won the hearts of Jher 
people. Her name is still remembered and revered. Akbar's attack on a piiiaoesa 
of a charactor BO noble was mere aggression wholly unprovoked and devoid of all 
justification othet than the lust of conquest and plunder* 

"Akb&r the 
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The ruling passion of Akbar was ambitioa* His whole reign 
dedicated to conquest. His aggressions made without the slightest regard to 
moral calculations were not determined in any instance by desire to better the 
condition of the people attached. In reality, a more aggressive king never existed. 
His attacks on Gondwana,. Kashmir, Sind were aimed avowedly at destroying the 
independence of every state on his borders and of securing the material gains of 
conquest. We may be tolerably certain that the people of Gondwana were 
happier under Bani Durgavati than they were under Asaf Khan. 

"Akbar the great Mogul, 

It is disappointing to find that a man like Akbar could encourage such 
sanguinary spirit and men wantonly sacrifice Ihe lives of his own soldiers who 
bad no interest in the quarrel. In his youth he certainly had no, qualms of 
oonseieoee about- bloodsted. TK* story does not stand alone as a proof thfttfthe 
f eiMit; of his Tnrfc and Mogul ancestors waa an essential element in the cbaractotr 
of Akbar, kept under control- m a tale* but occasionally given free play* 

r the great Mogul/' 
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From the most remote periods we can trace nothing ignoble nor any 
/esfeige of vassal origin, Bedoced in power and circumscribed so territory, 
compelled to yield much of their splendour, and many of the dignities of birth they 
have not abandoned an iota of pride and high bearing arising from a knowledge 
of their illustrious and regal descent, On this principle, the various revolutions 
in the Bana's family never encroached and the mighty JUbaogir himself the 
Emperor of the Moguls, became like, Caesar, the commentator on the history of 
the tribe of Sesodia. The potentate of the twenty two satraphies of Hind, dwells 
with proud complacency on this Bajput King, having made terms with him. He 
praises heaven that what his immortal ancester Baber, the founder of the Mogul 
dynasty failed to do, the project in which Humayun had also failed and in which 
the illustrious Akber his father bad bat partial success, was reserved for him* It is 
pleasing to peruse in the commentaries of these conquerors Baber and Jabangir 
their sentiments with regard to these princes. **Anna!s of Mewar. 
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From Kush descend the Cutchwaha princes of Nirwar and Amber* and 
their nutnerons clans. Amber, though the first in power is bttt a soion of Nirwar 

trto^pianted about one thousand years baekt whose chief, the representative of 
the celebrated Prince Nla> enjoys but a sot ry district of all his ancient possessions* 

"The Rajput toibea," 
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@ Todar Mai was born in Oudh and after serving in subordinate offices 
received his first important commission by being entreated with the Revenue 
assessment of Gujarat. "He proved himself to be good and valiant soldier when 
serving in Bengal with old Muniam Khan and in 15771578 received his reward 
by being appointed as Vizier. 

"Akbar the great Mogul " 

Raja Kai Singh led a gallant band of his Jiahtores in all the wars of 
Akbar, the emperor obtained for Prince Selim, Eai Singh's daughter for wife* 
The unfortunate PWVPJS was the fruit of tha marriage- 

11 Annals of Ilaiaathan. " 
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@ Raja Mann who had succeeded to the throne of Amber WHK the moafc 
celebrated of his race and from him maybe dated the rise of his coutitry* 'Ibis 
prince exemplified the wisdom of the policy which Baber adopted fco strengthen hi$ 
conquest, that of connecting his family by ties of marriage with the Hindu. It has 
been already related that Hnmaynn espoused a daughter of BbagawandosB. conse- 
quently Baja Mann was brother-in-law to Akbar, His courage and talents well 
seconded this natural advantage and he became the mosfc conspicuous of all the 
generals* of the empire. TO him, Akbar was indebted to haW his iiriuajphs. The 
Cotchwaha bard found a delightful theme in recounting his exploits from the snow. 
clad Cacasus to the shores of the golden Chersonese. Let the eye embrace these 
extremes of his conquests, Cabul and the Paraponiisaa' of Alexander and Araccao 
on the Indian Ocean; the former reunited; the latter &ubmgated to the empire by 
and a Rajput army* 

*' Annals of 
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Pratap trusted to his native hills and the valour of twenty two 
thousand Rajputs to with -stand the son oC Akber. The range to which Pratap 
restricted was the mountainous region arouod, though chiefly to the west of Ihe n6W 
capital. From north to south Kumbhalmir to Bicnrnnach about eighty miles ia 
length and in breadth from Merpur weet to Satolla east about the same* The 
whole of this space is mountain and forest, valley and stream. The approaches to 
the capital from every point to the north, west and south are 80 narrow as fco merit 
the term of defile; on each side lofty perpendicular rocks with scarcely breadth for 
two carriages abreast, across which are those ramparts of nature termed (col) in 
the mountain scenery of Europe which occasionally open into spaces sufficiently 
capacious to encamp a large force. Such was the plain of Huldighat, at the base 
of a neck of mountain which shut up the valley and rendered it almost inaccessible 

"Annals of Mewar." 

Kumbhatmere (Kumbalgarh) is situated on a mountain near the western 
border of Mewar about 4.0 miles to the north of Udaipur City* 

"Akber the great Moghnl" 
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The great banner of Mewar exhibits a golden Son OD a crimson fie 1 
those of the chiefs bear % dagger. Amber displays the Panch-Ranga or five-colour* 
flog- 

"Annals of Mewar* >? 
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. @ It, is worthy the attention of those who influence the destinies of states 
-in more favoured climes to estimate the intensity of feeling which could :anu this 
prince. (Prafap) to oppose the resources of a smalj principality against the then moat 
powerful empire of the world; whose.arzujes were >4 more numerous and far mote, 
efficient than any ever led by the Persians against the liberties of Greece, Had 
Mewar possessed- her ThticydideH or her Xenophon, neither the wars of Pelepo- 
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nessus nor the retreat of the " Ten thousand " would have yielded more diversified 
incidents for the historic muse, than the deeds of this brilliant reign, amid the 
many vississitudes of Mewar. Undaunted heroism, inflexible fortitude, that which 
keeps honour bright perseverence, with fidelity such as no nation can boast, were 
the materials opposed to a soaring ambition, commanding talents, unlimited means 
and the feivour of religoas zeal; all however insufficient a to contend with one 
unconquerable mind. There is not a pass in Ihe Alpine Aravali that is not sancti- 
fied by some deed of Pralap, Some brilliant victory oroftener more glorious defeat. 
is the Thermopylae of Mewar, and the field of D a vi e r her Marathon, 

" Annals of Mewar. " 
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-i; The chief adviser of Akber in matters of revenue, llnance and eurronoy 
was the Eaja Todar Mall, of whom I have spoken in the lanfc chapter Me wtifi 
a man of #reat ability and of tried integrity* Though attached to the court of a 
Muhamwad&n sovereign, he was an earnest Hindu and performed faithfully all 
the ceremonies of his religion. On one occasion when accompanying Akber to the 
Punjab, in,, the hurry of department he forgot his idols, AS ha transacted no 
business before his daily worship, he remained for several days without food o r 
drink and was at last with difficulty consoled by the Kmperor* 
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n,d warmest seasons. This is about equal to the wpeecl of the Ganges or Irrawofly. 
The current speeds out and becomes the North Atlantic Drift, flowing rifjht 
across the Atlantic and keeping warm the shores of the BritiHh Isles ancf north 
Europe generally, 

" L.-Dnrlley Stamp " 



tfC \ 8 Cdtfi ^ooaWcSSbe * "S)^^?<c^rg Sfr*d>oz 

T5 e5tf o^c^ s^^rfij s5 * 5ro^-^c '^"^^ ^o 2^n-c^D^br 181 



-3 

0^5 4 ^sr-^rfcor '" ^t)^ fc> 

* ffo^oax) l)J\o-i5bcSb""; 132 

SSI 



go "SSS T^^)eSy^fb e5g"rfw^c^(5Bor ^>?0^^K^p. 183 



a Abo *tor ^So^wX^. 184 



rt 

s -- ^ V- Q 

ozr 



O g- -?T**^3! oao^Sj^r." 135 

-Cll eSfc-^^, Ti&^oS^c 4 wS S^c&owc 

4 

4 e 
S TS&Xc 



jj ooz ^ool^ jjfds&^sSg'aer-. 186 



fe 



$ "d^rs ^J'di5bos5' >/, 7yr*ft 3 
oooo-Q S'oo-OB TT t( s < s5")i^^)pJ'* 137 



I 



) ^Sbtf * 



C^o^fsSir-r* ^'oo X * ^$j-;, P, 



I 



u) 



-tfsSCSr | 



CJ 



"'3" I e9OO mS^^'oJjOoScXf"** 189 

co oJ ',j L. / 



O 

140 



| ^o "3 

o * 

spfiS>J?3tfc ^A * "Sxir Scn^exxS" IBAor'. 141 



. 142 

Sbl f a 



r r>) -er tf 



All 









forfboeJ" 






Sfcao 



Cfef 



146 



OJ 



147 



(# 



Al fc 






149 



CSII 



i 
L 



-2511 

" ^S&gex> 






Ko 

x)tf I ^Sb '^' 

O 



15$ 






rSSb/v-Tr-t" 1 . 164 

O 



. 155 

-5 550^55^0 f 



146 



156 

All ^^8 d&e>8o-S& ^gV^l^jjf 3 ^^ 1 -^'^ STSfifc^ftao ^^^*(SJt6c^cSSao! 

&ws$b#g * )ffl<3Sbt)lo dtStoKP?^ 

# ;> 7pn 



-Co 



9 <? 



g'ef 



o 
* 






SXiO-0 tf^ 1 ^ dtfoo^CJs&ooo 

"SoSA sSbeswc 



tfll a S}&s5aT5o^^o Tjffcw * 






4 T^ 
KKtf ab t $'SsOwo2fo "S^ r *oScr". 158 

" * 



- 159 



30 srK5Sjo^^c^b S" * {Jc^co^e} TSoeS^ip^ Poo^or" 

. 161 



14? 






ox> 



168 



. 164 



J65 



@ In the eacred bardai of the l^ajput, we have the bard of our Saxon 

ancestry; those reciters of warlike poetry of whom Tactns saya "With their 
barbarous strains they influence their miods in the day of battle with a chorus 
of military virtue. 11 
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If it had to boast only of Vikramaditya, the paramount lord of India, 
whose era established fifty six years before the Christ, still serves as the grand 
beacon of Hindu chronology, this alone would entitle the Taar to the highest 
rank But it has other claims to respect. Delhi the ancient Indra-pra'atha, 
rounded by Udisthira and which tradition says, lay waste for eight centuries 
was rebuilt and peopled by Anangpal Tpar (A D 792) who was followed by a 
dynasty of twenty princes which concluded with the name of' the founder 
Anangapal f!l64j when contrary to the. Salic Law of the Bajputs he abdicated 
lhaving no issue] in favour of his grand child the Chohan Prithwi Rj. 

"Annals of Me*vnr. " 

Chohan: This is the most valiant of the Agniculas and it may be 
asserted, not of them fonly, but of the whole Rajpnt race. Actions may be 
recorded of the greater part of each of the Chateesknla which would yield to none 
m the ample and varied pages of history- Its branches have maintained all the 
vigour of the original stem and Haras the Keechees, the Deoras. the Sonocnrraha 
and others of the twenty four, have their names immortalized in the song of the 
JJT ...... " Tfa ere were several princes whose actions emblazon the history of the 

Chohan. Of these was Manikya R ao who first opposed the progre R8 of the 
Mnbamtnaaan arms. Even the history of the conquerors record thht the most 
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The exiled prince of Gwaiior Bameah, his son Kh^ndi R M ' with three 
hnndred and fifty ol his brave Tnar clan, fpaid the debt of grafcihide with their 
lives. Sihce their expulsion by Baher, they had fonnd sanctuary m Mawar whose 
princes diminiBhea their feeble revenues to maintain invoilable the rights of 
hospitality. 800 Rupees or lOO daily, is the sum recorded for the support of 
this prince, 
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In vain he ( Pratap ) strained every nerve to encounter Raja Mann, but 
thoagh denied the luxury of revenge, on his Rajput foe, he made good a passage to 
where Sehm commanded. His guards fell before Pratap, and but for the steel 
plate! which defended his howdah, the lance of the Rajput wou ld have deprived 
Akbar, of his heir- His steed the gallant Chytuc, nobly seconded his lord and is 
represented .a all the historical drawings of. this battle, with one foot rai B ed upon 
the elephan of the Mogul, while his rider has his lance propelled against his foe. 
The condnctor destitute of the means of defence was slain. When the infuriated 
W 



i , defend Selim> the hordes of 

hch he wo I/ 7f y reC ! iT6d 86Ven WOUMS> Matked b ? the Boyal umbreHa, 

irT P t rr TK y a8lde '^ WhJCh Ueelfla the mi ht { the 
im, Pratap was thnce rescued from amidst the foe. 

"Annals of 






All 









* 

KB 






Cftf, tf|3!Jvc55b "S'^iroS) * 



O 



fel 



"SeSS 



At one stage in the fierce struggle Badouai asked Asaf-Khan how he 
could distinguish between the friendly and the enemy Rajaputs and was assured in 
reply that he could not do wrong if he shot, as sportsmen say * into the brown" 
because, as the commander cynically observed 'On whichever side they may be 
killed it ,wil! be a gain to Islam. 1 ' l Akbar the Great Mogul " 
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Manah seized upon the insignia of Mewar and rearing the golden Sun 
over his own head, made good his way to an intricate position drawing alter him 
the brunt of the battle, while his prince was forced from the field. With all bis 
brave vassals, the noble Jhala fell and in remembrance of the deed his descendants 
have, since the day of Hnldighat, borne the regal ensigns of Mewar and enjoyed 
the right hand of her princes. 

11 Annals of Mewar. " 

Three from the ipear, one shot, and three by the sword. 

<c Annals of Mewar. n 
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But the desperate valour on the part of Sana Praia p was unavailing 

gainst such a force with numerous field artillery and dromedary corps mounting 
wivels and out of fcwenty two thousand Rajputs assembled that day for the defence 
f Hnldighat, only ejght thousand quitted the field alive. 

** Annals of Mewar J> 
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@ A splendid act of self devetion of the Jhala chief, when Kana Pratap 
was oppressed with the whole weight of Akber's power, obtained with the grati- 
tude of this prince, the highest honours he could conferhis daugater in marriage 
and a seat on his right hand, 

''Annals of Mewar." 

The descendants of Manah yet hold Sadri and all the privileges obtained 
on this occasion. Their Kettle drums beat to the gate of the palace, a privilege 
allowed to none besides and they are addressed by the title of Raja. 

''Annals of Mewar." 
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W e have also amongst the nobility of Mewar, two, who boia indepen- 
dent title of Prince or K a j d h, one of whom is by far too poWful for a subject. 
These are the Rajas of Benera and shapoora, both of the blood royal. 

@ Akbar himself entered Mewar, arranged the mode of administation* 
then proceeded to Malwa. 

" G. B. Malleson, C, S. 1. " 
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Pratap took post in Kumbhalmer which was invested by Koka Shabaz 
Khan, He here made a gallant and protracted resistance and did not retire till 
insects rendered the w^ter of the "Nougun" well s their soul resource, impure. To 
the treachery of the Deora chief of Aboo s who was now with Akbar* this deed is 
imputed* 

" Annals of Mewar ** 

' Chaond ? is a town in the heart of the mountainous tract on the south 
west of Mewar called Chuppan, containing abotat three hundred and fifty towns 
and villages peopled chiefly by the aboriginal bhills* 

c Annals of Mewar, lf 
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this occfcs&ion also fell the chief bard of Mewar, who inspired by 
his deeds as well as by^his soBg, the spirit of resistance to the ' ruthless King ' and 
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Iwlfttory couplets oa the deeds of his lords are .till in every month 
But the Bpirikof poesy died not with him for, princea and nobta, Hindu and 
Tootk .iea" with each other i tt mlting the Patriot Pratap in B ram, jpl *J wrfh 
those segments which elwta the mind of the mtftial BaJP^t who is inflamed 
into action by this national excitraenff. M A0nals O f Mewar ** 
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The ruler of Mewar was being hunted by the imperial troops, but in 
BO other part of India was the sound of arms heard. 

" The Emperor Akbar. " 

Unaccustomed to such warfare the mercenary moguls became disgusted 
in combatmg a foe seldom tangible; while the monsoon swelled the mountain 
Btreatns filling the reserviors with mineral poisons and the air with pestilential 
exhalations. The periodical rains accordingly always brought some respite to Pratap. 

" Annals of Mewar. " 
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@ It is universally admitted that there is no better criterion of the re- 
finement of a nation than the condition of the fair sex therein Like the 

ancient German or Scandinavian the Rajput consults her in every transaction; from 
her ordinary actions he draws the omen of success and he appends to her name, 

the epithet of Devi or 'godlike* Of one thing we are certain, Delusion of 

females can only originate in a moderately advanced stage of civilization Of all 

the nations of the world who have habituated the female to a restricted intercourse 
with society, whether Grecian, Roman, Egyption or Chinese, the Rajput has , 
given least cause to provoke the sentimeat of pity; far if deference and respect, be 
proofs of civilisation, Kajaputana must he considered as redundant in evidence of 
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it. Where females are honored there the deities are pleased, but where dishonored 
there all religions rites become useless* "Strike not, even with a blossom, a "wife 
guilty of a hundred faults 1 * says another sage, a sentiment so delicate thatReginaid 
Born, the prince of Troubadours, never uttered any more refined. 

Customs of Mewar. 
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The iaiperial harem constittated a town in itself. No less than five 
thousand women dwelt within the walls and each of them bad a separate aparfc- 
inent. The maintenance and control of such a multitude of women necessitated 
a carefully devised system of internal administration and the organisation of 
adequate arrangements for discipline* The innoates were divided into sections 
each undar a female commandant and due provision was made for the supply from 
the tanks of clerks to keep the accounts. A strict method of check was applied 
to the expenditure, which was on a large scale. The inside of the enclosure was 
protected by armed female guards, 

"Akber the great Mogul/* 

@ Over-joyed at this indication of submission, the Emperor commanded 
)ublic rejoicings. 

"Annals of 
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dar S f in fn 

dare of 10 to lOOOO, Late Ia the reign such officers numbered about 1600 in aU 

and formed an official nobility. 

"Akber, the Great Mogul." 

f ne of the ablest warriors and most generous of men in the service of 
Akb wae M w a Abducrahim, ROQ of his old Atalik or preceptor Bairam Khan 
I' or many years he exercised the office of Khan-khanan literally 'lord of lords- 
tantamount to commander in-chief. But he was as learned as he was able in 
the field. He translated the memiors of Baber, well described by Abul-fazal 
a code of practical wisdom' written in Turkish into the Persian language then 
prevalent at the court of Akbar, to whom he presented the copy, 

"G. B. Malleson 0. S. I. 
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The Khan Khanan (Abdutrahiml to whose daughter Daniel was married, 
Iso*did his best to restrain his son-in-law. 

"Akbar the great Mogul 1 ' 

^ Harivijaya Sari, the first named, the most distinguished of the three* 
and credited by Jain authors with the honor of having converted Akbar, is 
placed by Abulfazl along with twenty others, inoludin Sheik Mnbarak, in the 
first of the five classes ot the learned, among the select few who understand the 
mysteries of both worlds. Heravijaya Snri refused all the costly gifts pressed 
upon his acceptance and in accordance with the rules of his order, started on 
his long walk to Fathpur-Sikri He pnranaded the Emperor to release prisoner 
and caged birds and fco prohibit the killing of animals on certain days. 
The Sun, who was granted the title of Jagad-gum or world-teacher returned to 



"Akbar the great Mogul" 

A desire to be rid of the Great Kaja Mann of Amber, to whom he wan 
eo much indebted, made the Emperor descend to act the part of the assassin. He 
prepared a majnorn or confeptfon a part of which contained poison; hut caught in 
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his own snare, he presented the innoxious nnrrinrT tn rv^ p" I j I T" 

in -"v-'^*vuo uuiiiiuLi lit) tne JrvEunut and aftp tnof 

drugged with death himself. We have a sufficient clue to the motives whfch 
deve^a inthe'reigr of WslnL^r ^^ ' him *** "^ ^ M ^ 

^>elill), With Snr*h n. mof.iv<a f.Ko ^ t?.^ , <, . , _ 



so UP e th 

rZ " l ad l ^ whlch h .P r ,7 ted - Q * ^ dared not opealy undertake without 
* xpos.ng the Atone m h.s Jacter days to the danger o f civil contention, as Raja 
Mana was too powerful to be openly assaulted. J 

"Tod's Bajastbaa." 
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On 7h m rT mflnt ^ ^ reVeDUe ' WhJChhe ^^took in that capacity 
On the whole, be was, perhaps, the ablest officer in Akbar's service. 

@ All authorities and traditions are agreed that the best performer of 
Akbers Court was M iyan Tansen, whom Akber, in the seventh year of the 
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reign, bad required the Raja of Eiwa to eurrender. Abul-Fa^l declared that a 
singer like him has not been in India for the last thousmd years. Me was a 
close friend of Sur-daa and like many of his contemporariew received mnch of his 
m-usical education at Gualior, His talents included tho composition of versa* 

"Akbar the Great Mogul. 1 * 

Prithwi was one of the most gallant chieftains of the age and like 

the Troubadour princes of the west could grace a cause with the soul-inspiring 

effusions of the urnse as well as aid it with bis sword: nay in an aRrfetnbly of the 

bards of Eajasthan the palm of merit was unanimously awarded to the Kahtore 
Cavalier, *" Annals of Rajasfchan." 

@ Raja Birbal was a brahmin* a poet and a skilful musician. He was 
noted for his liberality and bonhomie. His short verses and jokes are still in the 
mouths of the people of Hindusthan. 

"G, B. Malleson, C. B. L M 
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Birbal was at first in the service of Kaji Bhagavan Das. He enjoyed 
the rank and pay :of a commander of a 2000. .....He than recievecl the title of 

Raja- Birbal. He actually enjoyed the jagit of Kaiaojar in Bandel-Fiband later 
in his life* 

"Akbar the great Mogul ' 

His abundant leisure Faizi devofced to poetry. It is said that be 
composed a hundred and one books. 

"G. B. Malleson, C, S. I." 

The poem rehearsing his adventures under the title ot Nal and Damayanti 
wa/R translated into Persian at Akbar 's command by Faizii brother of Abul fazl 
and has since been made known to the admirers of Sanskrit literature by Profes- 
aor Bopp of Berlin* 

**Baja8than Volume II." 

The influence of the two brothers Faizi and Abul-fazl dominated as long 
as they lived. 

Badouoi was a remarkable man. Under instructions from Akbar he 
translated the Rarnayana from its original Sanskrit into Persian as well as part 
of Mababharata* Badouni to nis intense disgust was compelled to labour on the 
infidal Mahabhatata & Kamayana. He could find only- faint comfort in the 
thought that he was a blameless victim of destiny ; 

Faizi made the version of the treatise on arithmetic. 

"Akbar the great Mogul." 

Rae aingh and the Emperor had married sisters* princesses of Jessulmir, 
This connexion obtained for him on bis introduction to court by Baja Mann of 
A-iubeir, the dignity of a leader oi four thousand horse, the title of Raja and the 

government of Hissar. 

" Annals of Bikanir" 

Yet that Hindu (Tulsidas) was the greatest marn of his age in India 
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@ He adored the very name of Pratap and the intelligence filled him 
with grief. With all the warmth and frankness of his nature, he told the king 
it wad a forgery of some foe to the fame of the Ba'jput Prince. " I know him 
weir* said he "for your crown he would not submit to your terms. He requested 
and obtained permission from the king to transmit by his courier a letter to 
Pratap, ostensibly to accertain the fact of his submission, bub really with a view 
to prevent it* 

"Annals of Mewar." 
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^ The hope? of the Hindu rest on the Hindu; yet fche Rana forsakes 
him. Bat for Pratap, all would be pi iced on the same level by Akbar, for, our 
chiefs have lost their valotir and our females their hcnour. Akbar is the broker 
in the market of our race; all has he purchased but the son of Oodah; he is 
beyond his price. What Eajput would part with honor for nine days 
(Norcxsa); vet how many have bartered it away? Will Chittor come to this 
market, when all have disposed of the chief arfcicle of fche KhettiV Though Pufeco 
has squandered away wealth, yet this treasure has he preserved. Despair has 
dnven many to this market to witness their dishonour; from such infamy the 
descendant of Hamir alone has been preserved. The world asks, whence the 
concealed aid of Pratap? None but the POU! of manliness and his sword; wifch it 
well has he maintained the Khetri's pride. This broker in the market of men 
will one day bs over-reached: he cannot live for ever; then will our race come to 
pratap, for the seed of the Bajput to sow in our desolate lands. To him all 
look for its preservation, that its purity may again become resplendent, 

"Annals of Mewar." 

It is no affectation to say that the spirit evaporates in fche lameness 
of the translation, The author could feel the force, though he failed to imitate 
Ihe strength of the original, 

s 'Colonel James Tod* 1 * 
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@ The allusion of the princely poafc in the phrase 'bartering their honour 
on the Noro^a* required some explanation. The Noroza or 'New years Day' 
when the Sua enters Aries, is one of great festivity among the Muhamtnadan 
princeR of the East. But of that Blinded to by Prithwi-Raj we can form an 
adequate idea from the historian 



It is not New year's Day bat a festival especially instituted by Akbar 
and to which he gave the epithet Khoosroz e day of pleasure' held on the ninth 
day (Nor<m) following the chief festival of each month, The^oourt assembled 
and war? attended by all ranks. The Queen also had her court, when the wives 
of the nobles and of the Rajput vassal princes were congregated. But the 
KhoosroK wa chiefly marked by a fair held within the precincts "of the court* 
attended only hy females. c *Tfae merchants' wives exposed the manufactures of 
every clirae, and the ladies of the court were the purchasers. "His majesty is 
also there in disguise, by which means he learns the value of merchandise, and 
hears what Is said of the state of the empire and the character of the officers 
of government.'* The ingenuous Abul-Fazl thus softens down the unhallowed 
purpose of this day; but posterity cannot admit that the Great Akbar was to 
obtain these 'resnltB amidst the Pushto- jargon of the dames of Islam, or the 
miied .Bhaka of the fair of JUjastban, These *ninth day fares* are the markets 
in which Rajput honor was bartered and- to which the brave Prithwi-Baj makes 
allusion* 
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It is scarcely to be credited 'that a statesman like Akbar should have 
-hazarded his popularity or his power, by the introduction of a custom alike 
appertaining to the Celtic races of Europe as to these the Gothfi of Asia and that 
he should seek to degrade those whom the chances of war has made his vaBBaK 
by conduct so nefarious and repugnant to the keenly cherished feelings of the 
Rajput, yet there is not a shadow of doubt that many of the noblest of the race 
were dishoured on the 'Noroza/ and the chivalrous Prithwi-Riij was only 
preserved from being of the number by the high courage and virtue of his wife, 
a princess of Mewar and daughter of the founder of the Suktawuts. On one of 
these celebrations of the Khocsroz the monarch of the Moguls was struck with 
the beauty of the daughter of Mewar, and he singled her out from amidst the 
united fair of Hind as the object oi his passion. It is not improbable that an 
ungenerous feeling united with that already impure, to despoil the Seaodiafl <rf 
their honor, through- a princess of fcheir house under the protection of the 
sovereign, On returning from the fair, she found herself entangled amidst th e 
labyrinth of apartments by which egress was pnrpopely ordained, when Akbar 
stood before her, but instead of acquiescence, she drew a poniord from her corset 
and held it to his breast, dictating, and making him repeat, the oath of renun- 
ciation of the infamy to all her race. The anecdote is accompanied in the 
original with many dramatic circumstances The guardian Grodcless of Mewar 
the terrific 'Mata* appears on her tiger in the subterranean passage of this pahce 
of Pollusion, to strengthen- her mind by a solemn denunciation and her hand 
with a weapon to protect her honor, Bai-Singh the elder brother of the 
princely bard, had not been so fortunate, his wife wanted either courage or 
virtue to withstand the regal tempter and she returned to their dwelling 
in the desert despoiled of her chastity, but loaded with jewel?; or as Prithwi 
Eaj expresses it "She returned to her abode tramping to the tinkling sound of 
the ornaments of gold and geius on her person, but "where, my brother!' is tha 
moustache on thy lipi* "Annals of Mewar/* 
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This effusion of the Rahtore was equal feo ten thousand men; ife nerved 
the drooping mind of Pratap and roused him into action, for it was an incentive 
to find every eye of his race fixed upon hina. 

''Annals of Mewar." 
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Within its impervious recess e* rose the three-peaked (Tricufca) mountain 
aft whose base was the town of Nagindra, the abode of brahmins, who performed 
the rites of the great God. The most antique temples are to be seen in these 
spots, within the dark gorge of the mountain, or on its rugged summit in the 
depths of the forest and at the sources of the streams, where sites of aeclusioo, 
beauty and sublimity alternately exalt the mind's devotion- In these regions the 
creative power seems to have been the earliest and at one time the sole object of 
adoration, whose symbols, the serpent- wreathed Phallus [Lingam] and its 
companioD 9 the built were held sacred even by the children of the forest, 

" Annals of Mewar. * 
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In these silent retreats Mahadeva continued to role triumphant* The 
temple of Eklinga, situated in one of the narrow defiles leading to the capital is an 
immense structure, though more stupenduous than elegant. It IB built entirely 
of white marble most elaborately carved and embellished, bw$ lying in the route 
of a bigotted foe* it has undergone many dilapidations* The brazen bull placed 
under his own dome, facing the sanctuary of the PhalluR is nearly of the natural 
i^e iu a recumbent posture* It is caBt (hollow) of good shape highly polished* 
and without flaw except where the hammer of the Tartar had opened a passage 
in the hollow flank in search of treasure. 

11 Annals of Mewar " 

The shrine of Eklinga is situated in a defile about BIX milee north of 
Udaipur, The hills towering around it on.all sides are of the primitive formation 
and their scarped summits are clustered with honey combs* There are abundant 
small springs of water which keep verdant, numerous shrubs, th flowerw of which 
are acceptable to the deity especially the Kiner or Oleander, which RrowB in tfveafc 
laxuriance on the Aravullis. Groves of Bamboo and Mangoe were formerly 
common according to tradition. There are however still many fcreus sacred to the 
deity scattered around. It would be difficult to convey a jufit idea of a tetople so 
complicaced in its details. It is of the form commonly styled pagoda, and like all 
the ancient temples ! of Siva, its sikra, or pinnacle is pyramidal* The various 
orders of Hindu sacred architecture are distinguished by the form of the fiikra* 
which is the portion springing from and surmounting the perpendicular walls of 
the body of the temple. The sikra of those of Siva is invariably pyramidal and 
its sides vary with the basa whether square or oblong* The apex is crowned with 
an ornamental figure as 'a sphynx? an urn* a ball, or a Iion 3 which is called the-' , 
Kullus, "Religious establishments.** 
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The serpent " subtlest beast of all the field" worshipped as the emblem 
of wisdom (Bndha) was ersjoined with the symbol of the creative power, as at the 
shrine of Eklinga, where the brazen serpent is wreathed round the Jingam- 

"Festivals and Customs of Mewar.' 1 
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Unable to sfein the torrent, hs had formed a resolution worthy of his 
character, he determined to abandon Mewar and the blood stained Chittoor 
(no longer the stay of his race) and to lead his Sesodiaa to the Indus, plant "the 
crimson banner" on the insular capital of the Sodgi, and leave a desert between 
him and his inexorable foe. With his family and all that was yet noble in Mewar, 
his chiefs and vassals, >a firm and intrepid band, who preferred exile to degradation, 
"3e descended the Arawulli and had reached the confines of the desert, when 
an incident occured which made him change his measures, and still remain a 
dweller in the land of his fore-fathers. If the historic annals of Mewar record 
acts of unexampled severity, they are not without instances of unparalleled 
devotion. "Annals of Mewar." 
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The minister of Pratap whose ancestors had for ages held the office^ 
placed at his prince's disposal, their accuraulated wealth, which with ofcher 
resomces, is stated to have been equivalent to the maintenance of twenty fire 
thousand men for twelve years. 
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The castle of Bunera is one of the most itopoeiBg feudal eafices of Mewar> 
and its lord one of the greatest of its chieftains, He not only bears the title of 
Raja but he has all the state insignia attached thereto. 

11 Personal narrative " 
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Although I cordially unite with Segur, who is afc issue with his compa- 
MonteBquieu on this part of discipline, yet from the knowledge I do possess oi 
r the freedom, the respect, the happiness, which Bajpufc women enjoy, I am by no 
inclined to deplore their state as one of captivity. 

Beligious Establishments* M 
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_ The name of Bhatn'asah is preserved as the Saviour of Mewar. With 
this splendid proof of gratitude arid the servante of Prithwi Raj as incitements, he 
again f< screwed his courage to the sticking place " collected his band and while 
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his foes lEiagioe^i that he was endeavouring to effect a retreafc through the desert, 
surprised Shahbiiz in his camp at Deweir whose troops were cut in pieces* 
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But as if the brand of Bhavani was insufticient, be met with another " 
hermit in the forest of the Tiger Mount " the Gokoroath, who presented to him 
to JJle edged sword, which with the proper incantation, could severe rocks. 
With this he opened the road to fortune leading to the throne of Chittoor. 
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The fugitives were pursued to Ainaifc, the garrison of which shared the 
satrre fate Ere they could recover from their consternation Kurobhalmer was 
^assaulted and taken; Abdoola and his garrison were put to the sword and thirty 
two fortified posts in like manner carried by surprise, the troops being put to death 
without mercy* To use the words of the annals "Pratap made a desert of Mewar. 31 
He made an offering to the sword of whatever dwelt in its plains " an appalling 
but indispensable fiaerifice, 
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@ The annals ascribe it to a generous sentimenfc of Akbar, prompted by 
the Great Khankhanan (Mirza Abdur Bahituan) whose mind appears to have been 
captivated by the actions of the Rajput Prince, Pratap was indebted to a combi- 
nation of causes for the repose he enjoyed during the latter years of hie life; and 
though they may be ascribed principally to the new fields of ambition which 
occupied the Mogul arms, we are authorised also to admit the Ml weight of the 
influence that the conduct of the Hindu Prince exerted upon Akbar, together with 
the general sympathy, of his fellow Princes, who swelled the train of the Con* 
queror and who were too powerful to be regarded with indifference. 

*' Annals of Mewar " 
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Determining to have a slight ovation in return for the triamph 
Mann had enjoyed who had fulfilled to the letter hia threat that 4< Pratap BhonI4 
live in peril " he invaded Amber and sacked its chief mart of commerce Malpoora* 
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@ Where rain seldom or never falls the land is desert. The Thar Deser c 
with a border of ecrnblandi lies between the Indus and the Liani Rivers* 

"Herbprt Pickles B. A. Bsc/ 
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